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A Study of the Tai-loas Hand Weaving Textiles in the Northeastern Region of Thailand,

With Respect to the Development of Contemporary Textile Design.
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ABSTRACT

This research commenced in 2004, in the graduate product design program, the Faculty of Applied Arts
and Design, Ubon Rajathanee University (UBU). The research integrates product design field survey research with
participatory action research to identify and develop new opportunities for village textile production. The generic
design model (Bonollo, E. and Lewis, W.P. 1995 :14) had been deployed as the primary structure underpinning the
research methodology, planning, and the development of new textile products.

Currently, Tai-Loa weavers in the northeastern region of Thailand confront difficult issues affecting
their craft, and to a degree their survival for example, loss of income, diminishing knowledge of weaving, poor
quality in textile design and production, and limited marketing opportunity. Although the Thai government has
launched a national program for village product development, only a few groups of the villages in Thailand have
succeeded in improving their products, this lack of progress can directly impact on their quality of life.

An analysis of the problems facing the village communities became an integral and important influence
on design method selection and the research program generally. This has resulted in a focus on evaluating textile
production techniques that conserve traditional Tai-Lao skills and processes which are important to the maintenance
of existing social order. The researcher employed basic ethnography field survey techniques to study textile weaving
production. The results of this process led to the introduction of a range of new contemporary textile designs with a
younger fashion market orientation. Design work included new pattern designs which were based on preserving
environmental friendly natural processes and materials. Evaluation of the new products indicated that final

contemporary designs appealed to a wider range of consumer groups.
Key Words : Tai-Lao, Hand Weaving Textile, Costume Design, Contemporary Design.
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